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Corporatization & 
P ov e rty  F ac t S h e e t 

 
In 1978 corporate CEOs in the United States earned, on average, 35 times more 
than the average w ork er. T oday  they  earn 320  t i m e s  more than the average 
w ork er. 
 
D espite popu l ar b el ief , the maj ority  of  poor peopl e in the U.S. l ive in r u r a l  a r e a s , not 
u rb an areas. 
 
A ccording to the B u reau  of  L ab or Statistics, approx imatel y  33%  of  the U.S. w ork f orce 
w as u nioniz ed in 196 2 . Less than 12.5% of the workforce is unionized today. 
 
T he variab l e w hich most cl osel y  predicts how  w el l  someb ody  w il l  score on the SA T  or 
G R E test is not their high school  G P A  or parents’  edu cational  achievement, b u t 
fam il y incom e. 
 
A pprox imatel y  16 , 0 0 0  p eop l e die worl dwide each day du e to hu nger-rel ated 
cau ses. 
 
T he U.S. mil itary  b u dget is b y  f ar the highest of  any  cou ntry  in the w orl d. B y  2 0 0 3, the 
U.S. mil itary  b u dget w as rou ghl y  eq u al  to that of  the nex t 20  countries com b ined. 
 
R ou ghl y  50 %  of  the w orl d’ s popu l ation l ives on l ess than the eq uiv al ent of 7 50  U .S . 
dol l ars p er year. 
 
A ccording to UN ICEF , the w eal th of  the three richest peopl e in the w orl d is rou ghl y  
eq u al  to the G ross D om estic P roduct of the 4 8  p oorest countries comb ined. 
 
A ccording to United f or a F air Economy , the U.S. government spent approx imatel y  
$125, 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  in 20 0 5 on corp orate wel fare ( economic incentives, of ten 
provided to su pport corporations’  ex pansions into overseas mark ets) . 
 
Since 196 0  the share of  f ederal  tax  rev enue p aid b y corp orations has decreased b y 
m ore than hal f, f rom 2 3.2 %  to 11.4 % . 
 
A ccording to the A merican A ssociation of  P u b l ishers, printed material s rel ated to 
standardiz ed tests increased from  $211 m il l ion to $59 2 m il l ion b etw een 1992  and 
2 0 0 3. 
 
A ccording to the T ax  P ol icy  Center, since 1980 , w hil e capital  gains tax es and estate 
tax es have decreased signif icantl y  ( b y  31%  and 4 6 %  respectivel y ) , p ayrol l  tax es 
hav e increased b y 25%. 


